Introduced by Council Member Gaffney:


RESOLUTION 2009-728
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE COUGARS OF THE WOMEN’S BLUE CHIP BASKETBALL LEAGUE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Cougars are a second year expansion team in the Suncoast Division of the semi-professional Women’s Blue Chip Basketball League; and


WHEREAS, the purpose of the Jacksonville Cougars is to give women with a talent for, and a love of, the game of basketball an opportunity to continue to play after high school or college, with the stated mission of the league being to provide highly-competitive basketball for women age twenty and older; and


WHEREAS, having as its motto “The Gateway to Greatness in Women’s Basketball,” the Jacksonville Cougars successfully compete in a league where the skill level varies from former college players to former NWBL and WNBA players and current international players; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Cougars latest season began May 16, 2009, and the team finished second overall in rankings among fifty-five other Women’s Blue Chip Basketball League teams throughout the nation; and


WHEREAS, the team is ably coached by Shirl Johnson, who is also the President and Chief Executive Officer for the Jacksonville Cougars, and the team is comprised of members Naomi Mobley, who attended Ed White High School and the University of Florida; Kim Smith, who attended Ribault High School and the University of North Florida; Tara Taylor, who attended the University of Florida; Jimeka Alvin, who attended Wolfson High School and Edward Waters College; Monique Stevens-Patrick, who attended Jackson High School and Edward Waters College; Amanda Hill, who attended Stanton College Preparatory High School; Keunta Miles, who attended the University of Central Florida; Tanya Hart, who attended Palatka High School and Southern Illinois Community College; and Diane Frost, who attended Martin Methodist College; and

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Cougars tirelessly endeavor to maintain a positive impact on the Jacksonville community by operating and providing mentoring and other youth initiatives, and by being proactive, with the team relying heavily on community support in order to continue achieving its lofty goals; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commend the Jacksonville Cougars of the Women’s Blue Chip Basketball League for the team’s commitment to excellence in the Jacksonville community.

Section 2.

The City Council does further encourage the citizens of Jacksonville to support the Jacksonville Cougars, and wishes the Cougars many more years of successful play in the Women’s Blue Chip Basketball League.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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